
New Laws are HarmiNg LgBTQ+ sTudeNTs. 
Here’s How To HeLp.

 

 

As the number of anti-LGBTQ+ bills in state legislatures has increased in recent years, K-12 
educators are facing dual challenges related to teaching LGBTQ+ students and to teaching 
students about issues related to gender identity. More than 20 states have introduced bills 
that emulated and/or expand upon Florida’s so-called “Don’t Say Gay” legislation, accord-
ing to Education Week. Enacted in 2022, that law limits lessons on gender identity.

Transgender children have been a target of many of the bills. In fact, the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives passed an anti-trans bill just last week.

“Forced outing” laws are also under consideration in several states. This legislation requires 
teachers to tell parents if students begin using different pronouns or names. Some bills re-
quire teachers to obtain parental consent before using a student’s preferred pronoun. Oth-
ers allow teachers to refuse to use preferred pronouns.

Idaho recently passed a law that prohibits transgender students from using school bath-
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Note: Data as of April 3, 2023. Bills carried over from previous legislative 
sessions are included in each year.
Source: American Civil Liberties Union, as reported on CNN
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https://www.cnn.com/2023/04/20/politics/house-transgender-sports-bill/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/transgender-students-pronouns-names-ec0b2c5de329d82c563ffb95262935f3
https://www.cnn.com/2023/03/25/politics/idaho-bathroom-bill-brad-little-transgender-youth/index.html
https://www.aclu.org/legislative-attacks-on-lgbtq-rights?impact=
https://www.cnn.com/2023/04/06/politics/anti-lgbtq-plus-state-bill-rights-dg/index.html


rooms aligned with their gender identities. And Kentucky banned gender-affirming health-
care for transgender children.

Additionally, several states are considering parental “bills of rights” that give parents the 
explicit right to inspect curricula and library materials.

“A powerful body of recent research demonstrates the harms such legislation creates in 
schools,” NEPC Fellows Elizabeth J. Meyer and Bethy Leonardi of the University of Colorado 
Boulder and Harper B. Keenan of the University of British Columbia write in Transgender 
Students and Policy in K-12 Public Schools: Acknowledging Historical Harms and Taking 
Steps Toward a Promising Future, an NEPC policy brief published last year. 

For example, the brief notes that trans students have poorer mental health outcomes and 
feel less safe when denied access to bathrooms misaligned with their self-determined gender. 
Students also feel safer when their teachers use instructional resources that include people 
who are LGBTQ+.

The brief concludes with recommendations to rescind discriminatory state laws and to ap-
prove stronger federal protections for students who are LGBTQ+. However, it also notes 
that policies and laws are only part of the solution. In order to create environments in which 
students who are LGBTQ+ can thrive, districts and schools will also need to embrace deeper, 
cultural changes that facilitate the establishment of networks for student support and inclu-
sivity. In the current political climate, this task will be challenging and complex.

Professor Leonardi co-leads A Queer Endeavor at CU Boulder, a project that provides sup-
port to educators trying to create school environments that are inclusive of all students. On 
July 20th and 21st of this year, the organization will hold its fourth annual Educator Institute 
for Equity and Justice. To register, participate as a presenter, or to just learn more about the 
hybrid in-person/online event, go to http://www.aqe-eiej.org/.

This newsletter is made possible in part by support provided by the Great Lakes Center for 
Education Research and Practice: http://www.greatlakescenter.org

The National Education Policy Center (NEPC), a university research center housed at the 
University of Colorado Boulder School of Education, sponsors research, produces policy 
briefs, and publishes expert third-party reviews of think tank reports. NEPC publications are 
written in accessible language and are intended for a broad audience that includes academic 
experts, policymakers, the media, and the general public. Our mission is to provide high-quality 
information in support of democratic deliberation about education policy. We are guided by 
the belief that the democratic governance of public education is strengthened when policies 
are based on sound evidence and support a multiracial society that is inclusive, kind, and 
just. Visit us at: http://nepc.colorado.edu
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