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#ScholarStrike May Be Especially Relevant
to E ducation S cholars

Today and tomorrow, scholars at colleges across America will follow in the footsteps of the
NBA, Major League Baseball and celebrities in speaking out against racial violence and unjust policing in the wake of the police shooting of Jacob Blake, an unarmed Black man, in
Kenosha, Wisconsin.
The effort, which is to include actions such as devoting class time to discussions of racial
injustice, was started by a tweet from Anthea Butler, a professor of religious and Africana
studies at the University of Pennsylvania.
“I would be down as a professor to follow the NBA and Strike for a few days to protest police
violence in America,” Professor Butler wrote in her initial tweet.
The movement has since spread, via social media, to a diverse array of institutions and academic fields, including education. Although in-person demonstrations may occur, they may
be impractical due to the pervasiveness of online learning.
The subjects of policing and race are particularly relevant to education scholars, given that
the discriminatory law enforcement practices experienced by communities of color typically
start in childhood and even occur within schools. “Systemic violence and disparate school
discipline policies hinder equitable, just, and safe schooling,” according to Law and Order in
School, an NEPC brief published in 2017 and authored by professors Janelle Scott, Michele
Moses, Kara Finnigan, Tina Trujillo, and Darrell Jackson. “Research demonstrates that Black
and Latinx students experience police violence and school discipline unequally,” the authors
write. “Punitive educational and criminal justice policies disproportionately affect students,
families, and communities of color, as well as the teachers and schools that serve them.”
Anticipating the current movement, the 2017 brief suggests addressing racially disparate
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school policing and discipline with such actions as redirecting funds for school police officers to expenditures such as guidance counseling, advanced and enrichment courses and
other practices shown to “improve student engagement and social connectivity.”
For more information on #ScholarStrike, sign up here or go to Butler’s Twitter profile.

NEPC Resources on Equity and Social Justice
This newsletter is made possible in part by support provided by the Great Lakes Center for
Education Research and Practice: http://www.greatlakescenter.org
The National Education Policy Center (NEPC), a university research center housed at the
University of Colorado Boulder School of Education, produces and disseminates high-quality, peer-reviewed research to inform education policy discussions. Visit us at: http://nepc.
colorado.edu

http://nepc.colorado.edu/publication/newsletter-scholarstrike

2 of 2

