
NEPC Fellow Receives Award to  
Support Research on Ed Tech

 

NEPC Fellow Christopher Saldaña has received a 2026 National Acad-
emy of Education/Spencer Foundation Postdoctoral Fellowship to sup-
port his work examining how school districts’ organizational capacities 
shape the adoption of K-12 technology. Selected from a pool of nearly 
500 applicants, Saldaña was one of 25 education researchers who re-
ceived the prestigious $70,000 award this year.  

Saldaña is an assistant professor of K-12 educational leadership and 
policy analysis in the School of Education at the University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison and a graduate of the Educational Foundations, Policy, and 
Practice doctoral program of the School of Education at the University of 
Colorado Boulder. Since 2019, he has hosted the center’s podcast, NEPC 
Talks Education, which features interviews with researchers studying 
timely aspects of educational equity. Recent topics include equitable ed-
ucational leadership systems; demographic change and school segrega-
tion; and ways that school boards navigate recent political challenges.

Saldaña is a mixed-methods researcher who specializes in studying 
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school finance and equity. His NAEd/Spencer research will examine the 
ways Wisconsin school districts with different levels of organizational 
capacity navigate ongoing relationships with subscription-based tech-
nology companies (e.g., Google Classroom and Canvas). The study ex-
plores ways these relationships impact equity, and Saldaña will also de-
velop practical resources for state and district leaders and policymakers. 

This newsletter is made possible in part by support provided by the Great Lakes Cen-
ter for Education Research and Practice: http://www.greatlakescenter.org

The National Education Policy Center (NEPC), a university research center housed 
at the University of Colorado Boulder School of Education, sponsors research, 
produces policy briefs, and publishes expert third-party reviews of think tank reports. 
NEPC publications are written in accessible language and are intended for a broad 
audience that includes academic experts, policymakers, the media, and the general 
public. Our mission is to provide high-quality information in support of democratic 
deliberation about education policy. We are guided by the belief that the democratic 
governance of public education is strengthened when policies are based on sound 
evidence and support a multiracial society that is inclusive, kind, and just. Visit us 
at: http://nepc.colorado.edu

NEPC Resources on Digital Technologies and 
Artificial Intelligence in Education
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