
Coronavirus TesTing CanCellaTions 
ThreaTened To Worsen inequiTies.  

so These sTudenTs spoke ouT

Coronavirus closures have upended just about every aspect of daily life. And that includes 
college admissions exams. The College Board has canceled June SAT and SAT subject tests. 
ACT has delayed its April 4th exam to June—although it’s certainly possible additional delays 
will occur. In the meantime, states have canceled spring exams, which in some jurisdictions 
would normally include free opportunities for students to take the SAT or ACT.

Led by the activist group Student Voice (a National Education Policy Center partner), young 
people are speaking out about the cancellation’s impact on equity through a campaign called 
#TestOptionalNow.

While the cancellations and closures have the potential to affect all juniors applying to col-
lege, they disproportionately impact students of color and those from low-income families, 
Student Voice notes in a statement on the group’s website.

For example, low-income Americans are much less likely to have high-speed home Internet 
access, making it more challenging to prepare for exams at home. Students from low-income 
families may also be more likely to rely on the free, state-provided admissions exams that 
have been canceled.

“As the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbates pre-existing inequities in college access, it is criti-
cal that urgent action is taken to ensure low-income, minority, and other underrepresented 
student groups have equitable access to the admissions process,” the students say.
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https://pages.collegeboard.org/sat-covid-19-updates
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/covid-19.html
https://www.stuvoice.org/
https://www.stuvoice.org/updates/testoptionalnow-universities-covid-19
https://www.pewresearch.org/internet/fact-sheet/internet-broadband/


The students have asked colleges and universities to take the following three steps:

•	 Eliminate standardized testing requirements and adopt test-optional application poli-
cies for all applicants to their institution during the 2020-2021 admissions cycle.

•	 Announce their intention to discontinue standardized testing requirements for the 
2020-2021 admissions cycle as soon as possible, to mitigate future applicants’ con-
cerns about meeting testing requirements.

•	 Reflect on the value of standardized assessments in the college admissions process 
and the implications testing requirements have on equitable access to the college ap-
plication process.

The students are also collecting signatures on a petition at change.org. They have also asked 
supporters to write to their alma maters’ deans of enrollment and admission.

Colleges’ responses to the coronavirus have been by no means uniform. A March survey by 
Cirkled In, an adaptive portfolio platform for students, found that a quarter of the 33 col-
leges and universities that responded had made the SAT and/or ACT optional as a result of 
the pandemic.

The University of California system has announced that it will suspend ACT and SAT testing 
requirements for students applying to enroll in the fall of 2021. The California State Univer-
sity system has also said that it will offer flexibility on requirements next year.

Other colleges that have announced shifts include Pomona College in California and Vassar 
College in New York. 

This newsletter is made possible in part by support provided by the Great Lakes Center for 
Education Research and Practice: http://www.greatlakescenter.org

The National Education Policy Center (NEPC), a university research center housed at the 
University of Colorado Boulder School of Education, produces and disseminates high-
quality, peer-reviewed research to inform education policy discussions. Visit us at: http://
nepc.edu
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